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President’s Column, Jody Haack 
     Well finally, the weather seems to be starting to get a little better for flying and the sun seems to sticking 
around past 3:00 pm. I spent the last two Saturdays at the field and had a fantastic time flying and fellow-
shipping with many good folks. So with the better weather and longer days upon us it’s high time to dust off 
the hanger and chase the spiders out of your planes. This is when we need to take the time to go over all 
our models with a fine tooth comb, fix any minor damage, replace the worn out clevises and keepers, and 
make adjustments or changes that are needed.  
      Batteries are of a special concern at this time. Many of our planes were put away in an unheated corner 
of the garage with little to no thought about the batteries that are inside them. So please, for the sake of our 
planes and the safety of our fellow club members, take the time to properly check our batteries and make 
sure they are up to the task at hand. If your batteries are like mine, (neglected) they will need to be cycled 
two or three times and if on the last cycle they are not providing at least 80% of their rated capacity please 
dispose of them. Bring your worn out battery packs to the club house and put them in the battery bucket for 
recycling, please do not put them in the garbage can so they wind up in the land fill and ultimately in the fish 
on my dinner plate. 
      Our transmitters need a little love also. They are not (as I thought) a magical little box that accepts cur-
rent from the wall outlet and delivers it to the air giving our thumbs authority over Murphy’s influence on our 
planes. Alas, they too have batteries! These also need the same care and feeding that our receiver batteries 
should get, although in many cases, we can not cycle our transmitter batteries through the charge port. Most 
modern transmitters have a diode installed in the positive lead after the battery connection to prevent short 
circuits at the banana plugs that we were supposed to connect to our after market charger before we 
plugged the other end into the transmitter. This is easily remedied by removing the battery from the transmit-
ter and plugging it directly into the charger/cycler. 
      Now that all that is done get out there and enjoy some flying and the company of some good friends, you 
may even make a new one while you’re at it.  One last thing, I’ve been asked to query into the interest and 
support for a fun scale fly in event this summer at our club. As I understand it, it would be a very informal 
event with static judging by all pilots and very easy and fun flying competition. Prizes and food for all partici-
pating pilots, of course. I will bring this up at the next meeting also but if all members interested in participat-
ing in this kind of event could please send an email to Jerry Cohen at cpearl5@earthlink.net  and voice your 
support it would be greatly appreciated. I have flown in one of these events that Jerry had directed a couple 
of years ago and it was very well done and a blast. That’s all I have for now so fly safe and have fun! 

President Jody Haack 253-539-7320 

Vice President Tom Randall 253-770-2253 

Secretary Bruce Edwards 253-564-4416 

Treasurer Doug Smith 253-851-8227 

Registrar Bill Bender 360-832-6843 

   

Safety Officer Shayne Waterbly 253-858-0724 

Field Marshal Joe Fischer 253-847-3228 

Board Member Gene Iwanski 253-535-6617 

Board Member Keith Iwanski 253-722-9614 

Board Member Burel Phillips 253-473-3149 
Pfeiffer Field R/C News is published monthly (except October) by the Mount Rainier Radio Control Society.  
Items for publication should be received by the editor, Bill Bender, by the 25th of the month.   
R/C News,  P.O. Box 751, Eatonville WA 98328, or E-mail: mrrcs@att.net 

 



MARCH 1, 2008 PFEIFFER FIELD R/C NEWS PAGE 2 

Some Idle Thoughts, Ed 
Stuff learned the hard way and from others. 

 
• Don’t snap roll on landing approach.   
• Carpenter’s glue (aliphatic resin) is good stuff. 
• A split S requires altitude.  
• Keep a jug of acetone handy for when you CA 

your finger to the airframe.   
• “T” pins are much cheaper at the fabric store.   
• Batteries are really friendly when treated nicely, 

but bite badly when abused.   
• Rubber bands do have a life span.   
• GOOP is good stuff.   
• A loop is supposed to be round.   
• Ammonia is better than water for bending 

balsa.   
• Some plastic covering films melt before others.   
• The rudder really does have a purpose.   
• Nitromethane is not an explosive.   
• An engine tweaked to absolute max on the 

bench will lean and die in the air.   
• All pilots are not created equal.   
• You can’t spray paint outside when it is cold.   
• The aircraft might not know about downwind, 

but the pilot better know. 
• When inverted, up is down and down is up. 

Raffle 
     Tom Phelps won the Futaba 9C at the February 
meeting, and I forget who won the fuel.  Have to 
start writing things down.  Another 9C and a gallon 
of fuel will be up at the March 15th meeting. 
     Any interest in raffling a 2.4 gHz system?  
There are a lot more choices available then when 
the system first hit the streets.  If you have read 
this far and think a 2.4 raffle would be a good idea, 
contact Gene Iwanski at 253-535-6617 or  
giwanski@comcast.net. 
 

Guests 
     Please be attentive as to who is using the field.  
Persons who reside in the local area and were 
members last year do not have an automatic right 
to fly as guests.  If a flyer does not have a 2008 
AMA card with the 2008 MRRCS sticker posted, 
challenge them.  If a person is a bone fide guest, 
please make the entries in the guest book.   
 

Keys 
     Keep them coming.  There is a can in the im-
pound rack.  Any gate key other than the current 
green one is appreciated and saves us a buck fifty 
down the road.   

Crash of the Month 
(actually, January) 

 
Thanks Tim, don’t know what 
I’d do without you! 
Ed 

NEXT MEETING - SATURDAY, MARCH 15TH, NOON 


